LE PIEGE AUX OISEAUX « GRAND HOTEL PARIS »

Scenes featuring bird catching are recurrent in painting. Lancret and Boucher have illustrated the
theme, with its gallant innuendo equalling catching birds to catching love.
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Lauronce also chose this theme for one of his fans. The model on which his print was made has not
been identified at the moment but shows similarities with the paintings illustrated above.

It shows figures clad in classical antique dress. A young woman is pointing to a child the net that her
companion is about to set in motion to catch birds. On the left two children are playing with a dove and
a bird cage.

It must have been one of the most popular of all Lauronce designs for there are over a dozen
remaining fans displaying it, printed on satin, paper, in various colours, plain or with embroidery,
signed or unsigned. Obvi ously Mourguiart went on printing
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In 2011 | bought one of these, which deserves a special study for although it is of poor quality it is of
great interest: it is one of the three known examples of advertising fans by Lauronce.

The fan is fairly large: the guard measures 11.8 in. for span of 22.8in. The design is printed on a
copper-coloured metallic background. It is not signed. The reverse is white paper, blank.

In his essay on lithography, Alfred Le mer ci er expl ains how to O6bronzed pary
except on very high quality items) using a mixture of metallic powder and mordant:

i B r pawdeeis applied with a cotton wad or better with a velvet pad coated with a small quantity of
bronze. It is rubbed energetically over the paper and the excess is removed with a clean cloth. When

the process is over the sheet is rolled between cylinderst o enhance the sheen. [ é&] E
come in a whole range of shades. There are more than 40 different hues, from silver to reddish gold.
[ é] The bronzing process is the job of women or you

When practised over a long period of time it causes particles to be carried into the body and can
constitute a majNotellheal th hazard. o

From time to time one should be reminded that the fans in our collections owe much to the harsh
labour of men, women and children.

The sticks are plain wood, so roughly cut out that splinters always come off whenever one handles the
fan. The guard is stamped with a scroll-l i ke moti f showing the inscription
P a r iTkedast two words have faded but are still visible under slanting light.



